Table S1. Factors potentially contributing to limit the production of peer-reviewed papers and/or associated journal impact factor by Caribbean-based researchers working on biodiversity conservation in the insular Caribbean. Note that the relative importance of these factors is likely to vary across the insular Caribbean.
	Factor
	Issue
	Paper production
	Impact factor

	Research priorities and/or target audiences 
	Mismatch between what leading conservation journals seek in a paper, which is generally a focus on global significance (Habel et al., 2016; Mammides et al., 2016), and what Caribbean-based researchers perceive as important in their specific local context, with the latter approach being relegated to journals with lower impact factor (Mammides et al., 2016).
	 
	X

	
	Lack of strong incentives for Caribbean-based researchers, particularly post-graduate students, to publish their work in peer-reviewed journals.
	X
	

	
	Caribbean-based researchers, particularly post-graduate students, might be encouraged to contribute to local and regional journals with the hope of improving journal impact factor over time.
	 
	X

	Research funding
	Limited access by Caribbean-based researchers to local funding to continuously support post-graduate students and/or post-doctoral fellows in Caribbean-based tertiary-education institutions.
	X
	X

	
	Limited direct access of Caribbean-based researchers to funding for region-wide projects promoting intra-regional collaboration.
	X
	X

	
	Publishing fees required by some prestigious high-impact factor journals (particularly for open access) remain prohibitively expensive for most Caribbean-based researchers and institutions (Pai 2020)
	 
	X

	Teaching focus versus research focus
	Limited time for research in Caribbean-based tertiary-education institutions due to heavy loads in teaching and administrative tasks, particularly with increasing numbers of students. 
	X
	 X

	Exposure to cutting-edge science
	Limited access by Caribbean-based researchers to peer-reviewed non-open access journal content. 
	X
	X

	
	Limited funding opportunities for additional training and conference/workshop attendance for Caribbean-based researchers.
	X
	X

	Research technology 
	Limited direct access of Caribbean-based researchers to adequately maintained cutting-edge technology (Dangles et al., 2016; Habel et al., 2016; Malhado et al., 2014), particularly in the fields of molecular ecology and quantitative modelling.
	X
	X

	Field work support infrastructure 
	Well-equipped biological field stations, a key component of research output production in biodiversity conservation (Stocks et al., 2008), remain insufficient in number and distribution across the region and in accessibility by land and/or sea. The latter is particularly true for the Greater Antilles because of the larger size of the islands, poor road conditions (Martinez et al., 2018), limited supplies of fuel, 4x4 vehicles and spare parts (Enoch et al., 2004) and, in some instances, safety issues (Izarali 2018). Marine field stations require beachfront access, which might be prohibitively expensive in small island states. 
	X 
	X

	Language
	Caribbean-based researchers for whom English is not the native language may face additional difficulties in successfully publishing articles in high-ranking, international journals (Nuñez et al., 2019). For example, researchers from Cuba and the Dominican Republic might be more likely to submit their articles to Latin American journals, which have recently increased in number, but tend to have a low impact factor (Crespo-Gascón et al., 2019). 
	 
	X

	Socio-culture
	Weak enrolment of Caribbean-based students in biodiversity conservation disciplines compared to other University offerings (including other life science disciplines); these students might favor degrees in law, business, biotechnology, medicine, engineering or information technology. Moreover, under growing worldwide urbanization, Caribbean-based students are not immune to the global trend of an increase in detachment of societies from nature (Pergams and Zaradic 2008; Thomas-Thorpe 1996), which can only further exacerbate the problem.
	X
	 



Table S2. Measures for consideration to increase the relative contribution of Caribbean-based researchers to the peer-reviewed literature on biodiversity conservation in the Caribbean and actors that should be particularly involved in adopting them. 
	Category
	Measure
	Scientific Publishers / Editors
	International Funding Bodies
	Local / Regional Governments
	Local / Regional NGOs
	Local/Regional   tertiary Education Institutions
	Local/ Regional Private sector

	Funding
	Re-allocate part of the funding support for research and conservation projects to local capacity building.
	
	X
	X
	
	
	

	
	Establish a regional fund accessible to Caribbean-based researchers and institutions engaged in collaborations to support research projects of strategic intra-regional importance. 
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	Develop fiscal instruments (e.g. tax deductions), particularly for the nature-based private sector (e.g. ecotourism; dive tourism, etc), to incentivize contributions to a national-level research fund.
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	
	Allocate funding from Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) mechanisms (Salzman et al., 2018) towards a national- and/or regional-level research fund.
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	
	Partner with existing regional networks of field stations (e.g. the Association of Marine Laboratories of the Caribbean (AMLC)) to establish a fund to support post-graduate /early career research via the network.
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Policies
	Place greater focus on the inclusion and training of Caribbean-based researchers and students within conservation science projects submitted by foreign-based researchers wishing to operate in the insular Caribbean.
	
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	
	Lower costs of access to peer-reviewed journals for Caribbean-based institutions.
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recommend that submitted manuscripts include an ethical note describing how a project run by foreign-based researchers in the insular Caribbean contributed to local capacity building. 
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Language
	Integrate a foreign language course as part of the STEM curriculum of tertiary-education institutions.
	
	
	X
	
	X
	

	Scientific Production
	Develop both teaching-focus vs research-focus career paths for Caribbean-based academic staff to optimize human resource use.
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	Incentivize peer-reviewed publication by Caribbean-based researchers.
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	Establish programs for post-doctoral fellow recruitment in Caribbean-based institutions to assist with teaching and research.
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	
	Develop Caribbean-based post-graduate scholarships and academic exchange programs specifically promoting collaborations with other research institutions within and/or outside the region.
	
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Scientific Exposure
	Build capacity for high-quality peer-reviewed regional journals, perhaps through joint-ventures between major publishing houses and a consortium of Caribbean-based research institutions.
	X
	
	
	
	X
	

	
	Encourage foreign-based researchers working in the insular Caribbean to publish in peer-reviewed open-access and/or regional journals.  
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	Develop a consortium of libraries of Caribbean-based research institutions to collectively bargain for more affordable and comprehensive international peer-reviewed journal access. 
	
	
	
	
	X
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