	
	Lower Tercile
	Middle Tercile
	Upper Tercile

	Age (years)
	60 ± 19
	66 ± 14
	62 ± 15

	Sex (M/F)
	72/50
	61/61
	63/58

	Comorbidity 

    Absent
    Mild-Moderate           

    Severe
	74

37

            11
	61

52

9
	74

40

7

	History of ischaemic cardiopathy (% of patients)
	12
	12
	11

	History of other vascular processes (% of patients)
	18
	17
	15

	Body mass index (kg/m2)
	26.3 ± 4.7
	28.1 ± 4.9a
	30.2 ± 5.6b

	SBP (mm Hg)
	147 ± 25
	153 ± 23
	149 ± 25

	DBP (mm Hg)
	86 ± 13
	85 ± 11
	87 ± 13

	Glomerular filtration (ml/min/1.73 m2)
	15.58 ± 5.89
	14.64 ± 4.71
	13.12 ± 4.08c

	Proteinuria (mg/24 h)
	2.000 ± 2.458
	1.819 ± 2.223
	1723 ± 1732

	Serum uric acid (mg/dl)
	7.4 ± 1.9
	7.7 ± 1.9
	7.6 ± 2.3

	Plasma albumin (g/dl)
	3.84 ± 0.54
	3.81 ± 0.50
	3.98 ± 0.40e

	Total plasma cholesterol (mg/dl)
	193 ± 56
	203 ± 45
	194 ± 49

	Plasma triglycerides (mg/dl)
	115 ± 51
	126 ± 61
	171 ± 111b

	Total serum calcium (mg/dl)
	9.19 ± 0.81
	9.25 ± 0.84
	9.42 ± 0.90

	Serum phosphate (mg/dl)
	4.65 ± 0.98
	4.62 ± 0.97
	5.00 ± 1.12d

	Serum bicarbonate (mmol/l)
	21.2 ± 3.4
	21.9 ± 4.1
	20.6 ± 3.7e

	Protein catabolic rate (g/kg/24 h)
	1.03 ± 0.32
	1.08 ± 0.28
	1.07 ± 0.27

	C-reactive protein (mg/l)
	8.86 ± 13.99
	9.58 ± 17.82
	9.14 ± 14.54

	PTH (pg/ml)
	217 ± 185
	244 ± 164
	301 ± 274c

	Ferritin (ng/ml)
	216 ± 248
	115 ± 129a
	148 ± 175

	HOMA (mU/ml x mmol/l)
(min.-max.)
	2.26

(0.73-3.13)


	3.92

(3.14-4.90)
	6.67

(4.93-11.88)

	ACEI/ARA (% patients)
	66
	69
	67

	Betablocker (% patients)
	19
	17
	16

	Diuretics (% patients)
	48
	57
	52


